MEMO FROM THE LABORATORY DATE: 8/4/2026

New Attribute to RBC Prepare to Transfuse Order

This communication is from:
Erin Goodhue, DO, MPH, Division Medical Director Transfusion Services and Apheresis
Mary Hanson, MD, Division Assistant Medical Director of Transfusion Services

On behalf of:
Jieli Shirley Li, MD, PhD, Director of Clinical Pathology Services
Transfusion Service Department

Applicable to: OSUWMC, The James and East Hospitals, and James Outpatient Care

Attention Ordering Providers:

e A new special requirement has been added to the RBC Prepare to Transfuse order to
identify patients with sickle cell disease who require hemoglobin S-negative units.

e Please check “Sickle Cell (Hgb S) Negative” when ordering blood components for
patients with sickle cell disease to ensure appropriate RBC matching to reduce
alloimmunization risk.

e All RBC prepare to transfuse orders for patients with sickle cell disease must have this
special requirement added. If not selected, Transfusion Service Staff will request a new
order.

e This update will go live on Tuesday August 18!
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Please share this information with your teams so they are aware of this exciting change. Thank you!

Questions? Erin Goodhue at erin.goodhue@osumc.edu or Mary Hanson at mary.hanson@osumc.edu
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